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Overview

A flourishing agribusiness sector is vital
for sustainable economic growth in the
Pacific Island countries (PICs).
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It is central to reducing poverty, especially in rural
communities, and delivering an improved trade
balance, both of which are key goals of Pacific Island
governments and their development partners.

But agribusinesses in the PICs have many
disadvantages, when compared with other parts

of the globe with better infrastructure and vast
markets, and with investment opportunities and
returns in other sectors (such as retail and tourism).
Durable and sustainable rural development is a
challenging but vital task in the PICs and one that

requires ongoing research and development to ACIAR Project No.
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Despite the challenges, agribusiness has the
potential to develop value chains in the agriculture, Project Leader
forestry and fisheries sectors that are more efficient
and inclusive, and which take advantage of new
opportunities for primary production, value-adding
and marketing.

Key partners

Building on the Pacific Agribusiness Research for
Development Initiative (PARDI), this second phase
will look at the reasons certain agribusinesses have
succeeded, document their positive impacts on
community livelihoods and investigate how best
to extend and make their economic benefits more

inclusive and sustainable. ACIAR Research Program Manager



Objective

The overall aim is to identify and understand
how agribusiness development opportunities
can contribute to improved economic
growth and livelihoods in the Pacific.

The project’s specific objectives are to:

@® Develop tools, products and knowledge for
researchers and agribusinesses identifying
successful and inclusive agribusiness development
opportunities.

@® Identify and enable value chains for selected Pacific
agribusinesses, sectors and products.

@® Develop relevant agribusiness capacity building that
supports enterprise sustainability.

Expected scientific results

@® Adaptation of livelihood improvement and resilience
measures allowing the socioeconomic impacts of

agribusiness development to be objectively assessed.

@® An understanding of the risk environment within
which Pacific island agribusiness operates, and the
differing views of future risks to agribusiness (and
associated livelihood improvements) held by various
stakeholders and other interested parties.

@® Knowledge and evidence about key commodity
and product value chain agribusiness development
opportunities, crucial for future development in
the Pacific islands, along with identification of
emerging researchable constraints to agribusiness
development within the selected chains.

@® Evidence-based best practice for environmental
management in agriculture, agroforestry, forestry
and fisheries.

@® Greater capacity for sustainable growth for at least
ten agribusinesses.

Expected outcomes

@ Positive impact on the commercial viability and
business growth of at least 10 lead agribusinesses,
farmer organisations and associated value chains,
providing better outlets and markets for rural
produce.

@® New and/or more secure opportunities for potential
employment and business development in the
agribusiness sector for at least 100 individuals.

@ At least two new agribusinesses established and
operating in each of the two project countries,
substantially reliant and built on the agribusiness
information generated and capacity development
undertaken in the project, providing new outlets
and jobs for at least 150 smallholder producers and
employees, respectively.

@ A greater awareness of the benefits and
opportunities for agribusiness and its potential to
become the mainstay of rural economies, particularly
in peripheral parts of archipelagic countries.

@ Increased knowledge and opportunities leading
to greater confidence and an increased desire
among rural people, especially youth and women,
to participate more fully in agribusiness and other
value-adding activities.

@ Ten agritourism enterprises directly supported and
enhanced and a further 20 indirectly.

@ Five honeybee enterprises directly supported and a
further 30 indirectly.

@® Two tilapia enterprises directly supported and
enhanced and a further +10 indirectly through
Tilapia Fiji.

Australian

Aid - ACIAR

aciar.gov.au



